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Bluebird Foundation Inc. is a not-for-profit incorporated organisation, dedicated to making quality arts programs accessible 

for all. Managed by a committee of artists, education specialists and philanthropists, the organisation aims to work with 

communities to identify and overcome barriers that prevent children, youth and families from accessing quality arts programs. 

It is their dream that every child, youth and adult share in the joy of the Arts.

 

Imagine a world where:

• every person is touched by the significance and wonder of the Arts.

• the Arts unite and empower individuals and communities.

• the healing powers of the Arts are recognized.

• access to the Arts is not limited to the lucky few.

 

Making quality Arts programs accessible for all.

We value:

 • Reaching for the stars

 • The journey

 • Lasting connections

 • The human capacity for emotions

 • Asking, listening, understanding

 • Creativity

 • Sustainability



It is a humbling experience to be part of a 

small group of dedicated professionals who 

give up their spare time to be involved in 

the pursuit of increasing quality of life for 

people other than themselves and their own 

families.  Bluebird Foundation Inc. has now 

been operating for 2 years and, two years 

on, I think that we can safely say that we 

are not in the start-up phase anymore. 

We are, well and truly, and successfully, in 

the business of doing just that:  Increasing 

quality of life through the arts.

This past year many people, from many 

areas of the Geelong community, have had 

their lives touched in a positive way by 

Bluebird Foundation Inc. and our wonderful 

facilitators and volunteers.  Prisoners, 

Refugees, Young Mums, Primary Schoolers 

and Aged Care Residents, to name but a 

few, have all benefited from the healing, 

teaching and just pure happiness-inducing 

powers of the arts.

I would like to thank our Committee 

members for their support of Bluebird this 

past year, in particular a huge thank you to 

our Secretary Bron Lawson, who continues 

to be the backbone of our organisation.  

None of these wonderful projects would 

have come to fruition without her hard 

work, dedication and commitment.  Thank 

you, Bron.  

On behalf of myself and our committee, 

I would also love to extend our sincere 

gratitude to our sponsors, without whom our 

dreams and plans for Bluebird Foundation 

would be that much harder to reach. We 

appreciate you greatly!

I know that we at Bluebird Foundation 

Inc. are all really excited to see what year 

3 brings...  more creativity, healing and 

teaching, and more lovely arty fun and 

happiness!! 

Here’s to another fabulous year!!

Neisha Smider                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                       

President



Projects

Bluebird Foundation understands the importance and benefit of music in the lives of young people. However, once children 

outgrow ‘kiddie bands’, they have little choice but to listen to top 40 songs, with themes generally more appropriate for teens 

or even adults.  To help fill the gap, Bluebird Foundation commissioned some amazing local musicians to compose songs in 

a smorgasbord of musical styles to engage and delight primary school-aged kids. 

WHATEM 2 is a CD that bravely charts the rocky road that children and parents navigate together from preschool to puberty. 

Artists include professional musicians, emerging artists and talented kids including internationally renowned Blues legend, 

Chris Wilson, jazz giant, Paul Rettke, TV’s Sophia Katos and Angie Hilton as well as up-and-coming teen band, Lash78.

Launched at a family-friendly function at Edge and showcased at the Queenscliff Music Festival, copies of WHATEM 2 were 

donated to every primary school in the Geelong region. Available for sale through the newly launched Bluebird Foundation 

website, local retailers and on iTunes, the CD is fast becoming a local hit.

Proudly supported by
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A collaboration with Barwon Health, Bluebird Arts is a long-term project designed to enrich the lives of Barwon Health 

clients and support Barwon Health staff to increase their skills and confidence to incorporate the Arts into their ongoing 

programs.

Making Music  The Belmont Day Respite clients worked with Nick Carpenter of Wildwood instruments to construct a 

set of beautiful wooden percussion instruments. Workshops utilising the instruments culminated in a performance at the 

annual Christmas Luncheon.

Popkwiz  Music trivia sessions with Colin Mockett and Shirley Powers gave the Anglesea Day Respite clients an opportunity 

to reminisce about their favourite hits from the past. 

Surfing Dog  Renowned artist, Viktor Cebergs, collaborated with the clients at the Torquay Day Respite program to design 

and construct an outdoor sculpture carved out of Jelutung timber. ‘Surfing Dog’ now takes pride of place in the centre’s 

outdoor area.

Carer’s Carnival A full day of workshops was planned for carers to experience a wide range of arts-based activities. 

Participants chose from writing workshops, Bollywood dancing, circus skills, singing, drumming, caricatures and creating a 

collaborative artwork.

Young Carers  A group of young carers participated in a series of song writing workshops with Lucy Jones. They later 

worked with Stu Fountain in his design studio to create a logo for their band, Creatures of the Night, and hit the recording 

studio with Lucy to record their song, ‘People in my head’ which was released on WHATEM 2. 

Proudly supported by 



Although initially conceived as a one-off project, students, art teachers and parents were so thrilled with Masters in the 

Making 2010 that once again, junior artists from around Geelong were invited to submit a masterpiece for this special art 

exhibition. Focusing on the work of young artists aged 5 – 18 years enrolled in art schools in the Geelong region, Masters in 

the Making 2011 was extended to include a month-long exhibition in the professional gallery space at art@wintergarden as 

well as an exhibition of the works in public spaces around Geelong. 

Masters in the Making 2011 acknowledged the importance of the inspiration and guidance provided by art teachers and 

encouraged kids to reach for the stars, with prizes being offered in six categories, including a People’s Choice award. 

Proudly supported by 

Dabble ‘n’ Dance, a weekly Arts-based group session designed to expose young parents to attachment-based activities, 

positive child-focused time and models of positive behaviour management techniques, continued in 2011. The program, 

facilitated by Neisha Smider and Bron Lawson, combines music and the visual arts in a learn-through-play environment. 

Sessions include songs, dance, instrumental play and musical games as well as visual art experiences. Based in the Young 

Parents Access Program at Northern Bay College, Dabble ‘n’ Dance provides a learning environment for student-parents and 

their children that supports family relationships and effective parenting skills.

In 2011, a formative evaluation of the program was completed by an Honours Social Work student from Deakin University. 

The evaluation highlighted many positive outcomes of the program and helped guide the ongoing planning and development 

of Dabble ‘n’ Dance. The complete findings can be accessed on the Bluebird Foundation website. Further acknowledgement 

of the excellence of the program was given by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development when Dabble 

‘n’ Dance was named as a finalist in the 2011 Early Years Awards.

 

Proudly supported by

Everyday Arts
Inspired by the success of Dabble ‘n’ Dance, Everyday Arts was designed to make the Arts come to life for the staff and 

children at the Northern Bay College Child Care Centre. The importance of the Arts in the early years is widely recognised 

and this program aimed to provide support and professional development to staff. Weekly sessions with the staff and 

children provided ideas, resources, repertoire and strategies to encourage the staff to incorporate the arts into their daily 

programming. 

Proudly supported by



Children’s week celebrates the right of children to enjoy childhood. It is also a time for children to demonstrate their talents, 

skills and abilities.

Be an artist for a day
Bluebird Foundation once again celebrated Children’s Week 2011 with a series of art workshops for kids with a disability and 

their siblings. Kids with disabilities are often caught up in an endless cycle of medical appointments, therapy and focused 

educational opportunities. These are all very important to their development but often families miss out on joining in the fun 

activities that most preschoolers get to try.

The ‘Be an artist for a day’ workshops gave families an opportunity to get stuck into some messy fun. Painting, pasting, 

playdough, beading and exploring textures were all on the agenda. And every child proudly took home their very own 

masterpiece – a painted fabric bag.

Proudly supported by

Polyglot Theatre Workshop
Polyglot workshops harness the creative power of children – the perfect way to mark Children’s Week. Young parents 

and children were invited to create their dream house with the specialist facilitator from Polyglot Theatre Company. An 

atmosphere of busy co-operation filled the room and inspired many more hours of imaginative play and creative making at 

home.

Proudly supported by

Parenting Inside Out
Marngoneet Correctional Centre requested the support of Bluebird Foundation to develop the supported play component 

of their ground-breaking new parenting program. Designed to strengthen family relationships, break the cycle of inter-

generational disadvantage and reduce the risk of re-offending, the twelve week intensive parenting program includes a 

weekly supported play session for participating inmates and their children.

Bluebird Foundation provided input into planning and delivered professional development to staff around the use of music 

and visual art to strengthen parent-child relationships and provide a supportive environment for practising positive parenting 

techniques.

Proudly supported by

    Bluebird Foundation Inc. 2011 Annual Report



SNAPSHOT 
•12 projects delivered

• Over 30 arts practitioners employed

• Approximately 450 clients engaged in projects

• Over 3,000 audience members

SUPPORTERS 

Masters in the Making on the Move cafes:
• Soft Café

• Polly Put the Kettle On

• Rushbrooks’

• Gobble

• Sticks & Grace

• Café GO!



Bluebird Foundation Inc. is a not-for-profit incorporated 

association governed by a volunteer committee of 

management. 

Sally Beck (Treasurer)

Denise Hollingworth

Bronwyn Lawson (Secretary)

Neisha Smider (President)
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