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Bluebird Foundation Inc. is a community arts organisation dedicated to making quality arts programs accessible for all. 

Managed by a committee of artists, education specialists and philanthropists, the organisation aims to work with communities 

to identify and overcome barriers that prevent children, youth and families from accessing quality arts programs. It is our 

dream that every child, youth and adult share in the joy of the arts.

Vision
Making quality arts programs accessible for all.

Values
We value:

• Reaching for the stars and creating magic memories

• The arts as a journey

• Lasting connections

• Asking, listening, understanding

• Integrity

• Creativity

• Sustainability
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President’s Report
Welcome to the 2015 Bluebird annual report. I hope you enjoy reading about the wonderful projects we delivered this year.

Bluebird turned five this year and we celebrated with a party for supporters, volunteers, artists and participants at Deakin 

University. A gift box containing a souvenir from each project from the last five years was on display for guests to open and 

enjoy. We launched our first fundraising effort and thanked our extended network of supporters for their help so far.

We welcomed new committee members, Rebecca Bone, Deb Elea and Ariane Vrisakis who bring a diverse range of skills and 

enthusiasm to Bluebird.  Thank you to all our committee members for their ongoing contribution this year.

In addition to the project planning, delivery, marketing, budgeting, reporting and promotion, Bluebird took to the water in 

the annual Give Where You Live Riverfest. Our rowing crew competed strongly and won their first heat proving just as much 

proficiency in the sporting world as in the arts!

We are grateful to our many supporters who fund our projects and share our passion for the arts and community.  Our funding 

partners are committed and involved in our projects and offer great support.  We could not succeed without them.  We also 

thank our many volunteers who come along and lend a hand at our events and programs.

We are proud of our achievements in the last five years and are committed to continuing our work providing access for all 

to the arts.

This is my final report as I am resigning from the Committee of Management and my role as President. I am proud of all that 

has been achieved by the Bluebird artists, volunteers, committee and members and look forward to enjoying many special 

events in the years to come. Thank you to all involved.

Sally Beck

President
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Our Projects
Bluebird Foundation creates art projects that respond to the unique needs and ambitions of our project partners.  

We provide a complete arts management service starting with the project concept and finishing with the completed artwork and/

or event.  

Our services include:

• raising funds from government, philanthropic and corporate sources

• fulfilling sponsorship agreements

• project planning

• recruiting, contracting and managing artists and project workers

• event production

• financial management of projects

• publicity and marketing

• administration and governance (insurance, risk management, record keeping).

Our services are provided predominantly for community organisations particularly in the health, education and early childhood 

sectors.

Bluebird Arts
Bluebird Arts is a long-term collaboration designed to enrich the lives of Barwon Health clients and support Barwon Health 

staff to increase their skills and confidence to incorporate the Arts into their ongoing programs.

Bluebird Arts – CUBED
CUBED aims to raise awareness of hidden young carers in the community through the arts. A series of workshops facilitated 

by Jenna Ramondo allowed young carers (aged 8-20 years) to explore collage art that incorporated found images as well as 

their own drawings, paintings and text. Their artworks form the basis of two large-scale street art installations reflecting 

what it means to be a young carer. Images from the street art have also been used to create a package of hardcopy materials 

that provide information and support to young carers in the community. These will be distributed to schools and youth 

services in the region.

“I’m glad that my art and my story are getting out there to help other young carers”  
Jett Henderson, 18 yrs
A collaboration with The Young Carer Program at Barwon Health and proudly supported by a Community Inclusion 
and Capability Development grant from the NDIS.
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Bluebird Arts – Seniors’ Festival: Twinset & Pearls
Twinset & Pearls was a brand new musical show that premiered during the Victorian Seniors’ Festival. The show featured 

wonderful duets from Broadway shows, Hollywood movies and vaudeville. Audience members joined in the fun with classic 

sing-along tunes, and afterwards enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea.

A collaboration with the Barwon Health Dorothy Thomson Day Centre and proudly supported by the City of Greater 
Geelong.

Children’s Week
Children’s week celebrates the right of children to enjoy childhood. It is also a time for children to demonstrate their talents, 

skills and abilities.

Children’s Week – ‘Not your average family’ dance
The renowned Billy Tea Bush Band led the toe tapping, foot stompin’, hand clapping fun for kids and adults of all shapes, 

sizes and abilities at the ‘Not your average family’ dance.

“Thanks again for a brilliant afternoon!” Parent
Proudly supported by the Department of Education and Training.

Children’s Week – Valanga Khoza in concert
Valanga Khoza charmed babies, toddlers and preschoolers (and their parents) with humour and wit, as he told stories 

embellished by beautiful music on traditional instruments such as the kalimba, djembe and shijoro. 

A collaboration with Tate Street Primary School and proudly supported by the City of Greater Geelong.

Dabble ‘n’ Dance
Dabble ‘n’ Dance is a weekly arts-based group session designed to support 0-5 year olds to develop school readiness skills 

and expose young parents to attachment-based activities, positive child-focused time and models of positive behaviour 

management techniques. Based in the Northern Bay Family Centre and supported by the Young Parents Access Program 

at Northern Bay College, Dabble ‘n’ Dance provides a learning environment for parent and child that supports child 

development, family relationships and effective parenting skills. 

“My son looks forward to ‘Dabble ‘n’ Dance’ because he gets to participate in art and 
music activities in a very supported environment and it is so much fun.” Tahlia
A collaboration with Northern Bay College and proudly supported by Give Where You Live and Barwon Child, Youth & 
Family.
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Drawn Together
Drawn Together brought youth from Geelong’s Karen and Karenni communities together with artist, Liz McGrath. Throughout 

a semester of weekly art classes and workshops held at The fOrT youth centre in Corio, the young artists explored a wide 

range of artistic styles, techniques and art materials. Liz, an experienced art teacher, provided support, materials and expert 

art tuition to the group, who live in the northern suburbs of Geelong. 

The body of artwork produced in the art sessions was used to create an alphabet picture book for children. Copies of the 

book were printed and distributed to local schools, libraries and community centres as a valuable ongoing literacy resource 

for children learning English.

A collaboration with The fOrT and proudly supported by Geelong Connected Communities.

PlayNation
The PlayNation initiative is a multi-faceted program linking health to the arts. It inspires kids and families to reduce their 

screen time and go outside and play!

PlayNation – Let’s Play!
Let’s Play! was a comprehensive package of theatre-in-education, facilitated games sessions and resources to support 

primary schools in the 3214 and 3219 postcodes.

The program was a creative response to the community’s need to reduce sedentary behaviour. It inspired kids and families to 

get off their screens and to play actively in the outdoors. The program included:

• interactive theatre-in-education performances for 1,200 students at six primary schools;

• after-school facilitated games sessions for 1,500 students/families; and

• teacher resources, student resources and newsletter inserts to inspire kids and families to switch off their screens and 

get active.

“Such fun! When I attended with my kids, they (and I) couldn’t help but be enthused by 
the show and the games.” Parent
Proudly supported by the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust and Second Bite.
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PlayNation – Let’s Play Up @ Nature Play Week
Bluebird Foundation celebrated Nature Play Week with an afternoon of theatre, games and fun in the outdoors. A special 

performance of Let’s Play Up was staged at Barwon Edge Boathouse before families moved into the outdoors to play and 

explore together.

Proudly supported by the City of Greater Geelong through its Community Arts Grant program.

PlayNation - ALLPLAY
ALLPLAY, a workplace health and wellbeing program, was an original and quirky show presented at workplaces under the 

guise of a professional development workshop. Two professional actors guided participants through a series of kooky and 

hilarious activities in a 30-minute immersive theatrical experience.

In its own unique way, ALLPLAY:

• encouraged workers to get active at work

• inspired workers to think about their habits of sedentary behaviour in the workplace

• stimulated discussion about the importance of play in the workplace

• challenged workers to incorporate lighthearted diversions into their break times

“It was hilarious. We certainly recommend it.” Workplace health and wellbeing officer
Proudly supported by the City of Greater Geelong through its Community Arts Grant program
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Rhyme, Rhythm & Song
Rhyme, Rhythm & Song is set against a backdrop of research that supports the use of music, singing, chanting and rhyming to enhance 
literacy outcomes. Since a pilot program in 2010, support has been provided to 30 classroom teachers and over 600 students across all 
junior campuses of Northern Bay College. Facilitators have worked with teachers to develop an appropriate repertoire of songs, chants 
and rhymes that are incorporated into the daily classroom routine.

In 2015, the Bluebird Foundation completed a gradual release program for Northern Bay College teachers across all four junior campuses 
to embed the skills and repertoire into their daily literacy practices. 

“I was very scared about taking over control of the lessons and singing on my own. The 
facilitator made me feel very comfortable when it was my responsibility to take over the 
sessions and the resources really helped. I will definitely keep singing with my class.” 
Classroom teacher

A collaboration with Northern Bay College and proudly supported by the R.E. Ross Trust and the Geelong Community Foundation.

TBA@Tate Street
TBA@Tate Street is a wholistic program that aims to develop strong and creative family connections at Tate Street Primary School, while 
simultaneously supporting mental and physical health and well-being among children, families and the wider 3219 community. It uses 
a multi-pronged approach, firmly grounded in a background of multi-disciplinary research and links health to the arts in unique ways.

TinyTaters
Supported play environments where 0-5 year olds and their parents/carers learn and develop important skills through creative activities, 
specifically music, movement, traditional games and nature play.

“I enjoy playing and learning with my son. I also feel that the teachers help me with ideas to 
do at home.” Parent

Takertaters
In-school singing sessions for prep students, their families and their teachers that create a partnership between home and school.

Singtaters
A comprehensive program of daily singing in the classroom designed to support and extend the instrumental music program, promoting 
improved literacy, numeracy and social outcomes throughout the year levels, and enhancing the capabilities of classroom teachers to 
use music as a tool for learning.

“Students are developing more than just academics… they are provided with opportunities 
that improve connectedness with peers, developing self confidence and a sense of 
achievement.” Grade 5/6 classroom teacher

A collaboration with Tate Street Primary School and proudly supported by the Bibury Trust.

TBA@Kirralee
Based on the TBA@Tate St program, a music education program was designed for the students and staff at Kirralee Kindergarten. 
Two specialist early childhood music educators delivered a singing, creative movement, rhythmic and instrumental program utilising 
both indoor and outdoor spaces. 

TBA = Tuneful Beatful Artful
A collaboration with Kirralee Kindergarten.
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Snapshot
• Twelve (12) projects delivered

• 33 arts practitioner contracts

• Approximately 2,000 participants engaged in projects

• More than 2,500 audience members 

• Barwon Child, Youth & Family • Barwon Health • Best Start • Bibury Trust • Bunnings Warehouse • COGG 

• Deakin University  • Department of Education and Training • Department of Premier and Cabinet 

• Eathorne Pavia CPA • FAGGS Mitre 10 • Geelong Community Foundation • Geelong Connected Communities  

• Give Where You Live • HMSTrust • Market Square Shopping Centre  • National Disability Insurance Agency 

• Northern Bay College Young Parents Access Program • Northern Bay Family Centre  Paul Kelly Creative

The R.E. Trust • Second Bite  • Tate Street Primary School • The fOrT

Logo image courtesy of 

Philanthropic

Service Fees

Local Government

Earned Revenue

State Government

Artist Fees

Production Services

Equipment

Materials

Marketing

Project Management

Administration/other

Our Supporters

Sources of funding Expenditure
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Thank you 
to the talented artists who have given their heart and soul to Bluebird Foundation projects in 2015.

• Amanda Baulch

• Billy Tea Bush Band

• Viktor Cebergs

• Rosan Chakir

• Sarah Clarkson

• Olly Friend

• Sandy Goddard

• Ceridwyn Gordon

• Lucy Jones

• Valanga Khoza

• Bron Lawson

And special thanks to our volunteers who have helped in many ways – big and small.

2015 Committee Of Management
Bluebird Foundation Inc. is a not-for-profit incorporated association governed by a volunteer committee of management. 

Sally Beck (President and acting treasurer) BCom
Sally Beck has worked in the performing arts for over 20 years and was General Manager of Geelong Performing Arts Centre 

(GPAC) for eight years until 2008.  Previous experience included working with John Paxinos & Associate as an arts management 

consultant and backstage roles in a variety of theatre performances.  Sally was a member of the Theatre Board of the Australia 

Council of the Arts, Back to Back Theatre, Geelong Major Events and was President of the Australian Performing Arts Centres 

Association (APACA). Most recently, Sally has been working on a project basis for Arts Victoria and Deakin University.

Rebecca Bone BA GDipPR
With over 20 years’ experience in Public Relations and Event Management, Rebecca Bone has worked in numerous not-for-

profit organisations including World Vision, the Bone Marrow Donor Institute and the Australian Academy of Technological 

Sciences and Engineering. In 2006 she started her own business managing media and fundraising events for the not-for-profit 

and arts sectors. Following a move to Geelong in 2010, Rebecca joined Deakin University and is currently the Manager of 

Graduations, Events and Client Services.

Kelly Clifford BEd, GradDip (Arts & Entertainment Management)
Since moving to Geelong in 1997 to teach Drama at The Geelong College, Kelly has been an active participant in the Geelong 

community. For seven years she was President of Geelong Repertory Theatre Company and is currently a committee member. 

Kelly is an in-demand director with sell-out productions and recently won the Victorian Drama League Award for Best Director 

of a Comedy with Almost, Maine for Geelong Repertory Theatre Company. Professionally, she has worked in Australia, the UK 

and US teaching drama and has presented at numerous education conferences.  She is a graduate of the Leaders for Geelong 

program and is currently a Director on Geelong Connected Communities Board. Kelly is the Youth and Education Program 

Manager at the Geelong Performing Arts Centre.

• Michael Lindner

• Liz McGrath

• Petal O’Dell

• Michael Quarrell

• Jenna Ramondo

• Ian Rooney

• Phil Smurthwaite

• Bronte Stead

• Alan Thomas
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Debbie Elea GradDip (Management)
Debbie worked in the Family Services Department at the City of Greater Geelong for 30 years, ‘semi-retiring’ in 2011, and has 

been a volunteer with the Bluebird Foundation since its early days. Singing is a passion and Debbie is Assistant Director of 

Geelong Harmony Chorus and sings with Something Else! quartet. 

Bronwyn Lawson (Secretary) BMus (Therapy) Hons, BEd 

A founding member of Bluebird Foundation, Bron Lawson develops and manages arts projects that respond to community 

needs and galvanise collaboration amongst local organisations, businesses and individuals. Her creative work has touched many 

organisations including Bluebird Foundation, Kids Plus, the Geelong Youth Choir and Noah’s Ark. She is also an experienced 

and passionate practitioner, facilitating parent-child music groups in therapeutic and educational settings.

Darren Slattery (Treasurer) BCom (Acc & Fin), CPA
Darren Slattery graduated from Deakin University in 2002 majoring in accounting and financial planning before completing his 

CPA in 2005. He has worked in public practice accounting since 2002, focusing on many aspects including personal tax returns, 

small business tax compliance and development as well as self managed superannuation funds. His professional focus is giving 

individuals and small business clients as much value-add advice to help them develop from a tax and financial perspective.

Ariane Vrisakis BA, LLB, Dip Performing Arts (Theatre)
Ariane studied Arts/Law at NSW University and completed her law degree at Monash University after moving to Melbourne.  

Ariane has worked in private practice and has over 10 years’ experience working as a corporate lawyer at Telstra. Ariane also has 

many years’ experience in the performing arts industry as a performer, producer and arts administrator.  After graduating from 

the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts, Ariane worked for 5 years in a community theatre project in Melbourne 

city called Lunchtime Theatre with Soup Kitchen Theatre Company in which she developed a passion for community theatre 

with a particular focus on theatre which is accessible to all members of the community including people with disabilities and 

those who are financially disadvantaged.
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Treasurer’s Report 
For the operating year ended 31st December 2015.

The attached are the final accounts for 2015 being the sixth year of operation for Bluebird.

Our operating result this year was a profit of $2,460.

To more accurately reflect the Foundation’s financial position, a change in reporting procedures was implemented this financial 

year. Income received in advance is now recognised as a liability. As such, in the 2014 financials we have recognised $57,063 

of income that had been received for projects to be expensed in the 2015 financial year. Then for 2015 we have recognised 

that the funds received in advance to be expensed in the 2016 financial year was $65,945.00. This has allowed us to accurately 

recognise the profit for the year and hence the retained earnings of Bluebird Foundation Inc.

Our interest received for the year has increased from $488 to $1,365 which is the result of a more aggressive strategy to 

invest funds in term deposit accounts to derive more passive income.

The decision to charge an administration fee of 5% on budgeting has also ensured general overheads are being accounted 

for across all the projects.

The retained earnings have increased by $2,460 to $9,204 as at 31 December 2015. With general revenue derived by the 

foundation at $2,507, this represents the increase in retained profits for the year.

Another successful year by the Foundation as it pushes to strive for greater achievements in the 2016 financial year.

Yours faithfully,

Darren Slattery  CPA

Treasurer

Bluebird Foundation Inc.
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www.bluebirdfoundationinc.org.au

PO Box 1113, Geelong VIC 3220
info@bluebirdfoundationinc.org.au

ABN 44 206 851 526

Find us on


