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Bluebird Foundation Inc. is a community arts organisation, dedicated to making quality arts programs accessible for all. 

Managed by a committee of artists, education specialists and philanthropists, the not-for-profit organisation aims to work 

with communities to identify and overcome barriers that prevent children, youth and families from accessing quality arts 

programs. It is their dream that every child, youth and adult share in the joy of the Arts.

Vision
 

Imagine a world where:

•	every	person	is	touched	by	the	significance	and	wonder	of	the	Arts.

•	the	Arts	unite	and	empower	individuals	and	communities.

•	the	healing	powers	of	the	Arts	are	recognised.

•	access	to	the	Arts	is	not	limited	to	the	lucky	few.

Mission
 

Making quality Arts programs accessible for all.

Values
We value:

•	Reaching	for	the	stars

•	The	journey

•	Lasting	connections

•	The	human	capacity	for	emotions

•	Asking,	listening,	understanding

•	Creativity

•	Sustainability
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Welcome
Welcome to the Bluebird Foundation annual report for 2013, our fourth year of operation.

Bluebird has continued to present a variety of quality arts projects for a diverse range of organisations and participants.  We are 

proud that many of our partnerships have endured over time with support for projects over two, three or four years.  

Our annual report gives an insight into the many wonderful projects we have delivered.

I’d	 like	to	make	particular	mention	of	one	of	our	most	unique	art	and	music	projects,	Samsara.	World-renowned	Australian	

composer	Paul	 Jarman	worked	with	 students	 from	the	 six	 campuses	of	Northern	Bay	College	 in	Corio	and	Norlane.	Over	a	

two-year period they developed, composed, created and performed a song cycle that told their individual and collective stories. 

Samsara	was	a	heartfelt,	uplifting	and	insightful	project	and	it	was	a	huge	success	for	everyone	involved.	We	were	excited	to	

see the project come to fruition in May 2013.

Masters in the Making was once again well supported and provided a unique opportunity for young, local artists to reach for 

the	stars.	In	2013	we	were	thrilled	to	include	a	workshop	program	for	new	arrivals	to	Australia	in	partnership	with	The	fOrT	in	

Corio.	After	four	years,	Masters	in	the	Making	is	on	a	hiatus	however	we	will	continue	to	explore	ways	to	fund	a	junior	artist	

exhibition in the future.

We have finished the year in a strong financial position with a positive future to look forward to. Although our operating result 

shows a deficit of ($16,403), this figure relates to operating grants received in previous financial years for projects which ran in 

2013.  We are slowly building a small cash reserve to contribute to our overheads.

This	year,	we	welcomed	new	committee	members,	Jane	Thomas	and	Jeremy	Hallett,	who	brought,	respectively,	marketing	and	

communication and legal skills to the group.  I would like to thank all our committee members for their time, commitment and 

enthusiasm for Bluebird Foundation.  

We are grateful to our many supporters who fund our projects and share our passion for the arts and community.  Our funding 

partners are committed and involved in our projects and offer great support.  We are unable to deliver these projects without 

their assistance.

I hope you enjoy reading this report of our activities for 2013.

Sally	Beck

President
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Projects
Bluebird Foundation creates art projects that respond to the unique needs and ambitions of our project partners.  We provide a 

complete arts management service starting with the project concept and finishing with the completed artwork and/or event.  

Our services include:

•	 raising	funds	from	government,	philanthropic	and	corporate	sources

•	 fulfilling	sponsorship	agreements

•	 project	planning

•	 recruiting,	contracting	and	managing	artists	and	project	workers

•	 event	production

•	 financial	management	of	projects

•	 publicity	and	marketing

•	 administration	and	governance	(insurance,	risk	management,	record	keeping).

Our services are provided predominantly for community organisations particularly in the health, education and early childhood 

sectors.

Alphabet Art
Twenty	senior	Barwon	Valley	School	students	with	profound	

disabilities	worked	with	artist	Liz	McGrath	over	the	course	

of	 10	weeks.	 Together,	 they	 created	 a	 ‘moveable	 alphabet’	

of canvases that will create ever-changing words and 

messages around the school environment. Each canvas was 

photographed to produce a digital resource of beautiful 

letters that will be used in future school publications.

“The	kids	were	really	engaged.	Liz	is	wonderful	
with	 us	 and	 the	 students.	 The	 artwork	 they	
produced	 is	 fabulous.	 Some	 of	 my	 students	
have been more engaged in these activities 
than anything else they’ve done this year.”
Barwon	Valley	School	teacher

Proudly	supported	by	Barwon	Valley	School	and	the	Howard	Glover	Charitable	Trust.

Bluebird Arts
A	collaboration	with	Barwon	Health,	Bluebird	Arts	is	a	long-term	project	designed	to	enrich	the	lives	of	Barwon	Health	clients	and	support	

Barwon	Health	staff	to	increase	their	skills	and	confidence	to	incorporate	the	Arts	into	their	ongoing	programs.

In	2013,	the	third	Carers’	Carnival	offered	carers	a	full	day	of	workshops	to	experience	a	wide	range	of	arts-based	activities.	Participants	

started	the	day	by	dancing	with	the	Billy	Tea	Bush	Band	and	then	chose	from	ukulele	workshops,	relaxation	with	Tibetan	gongs,	art	therapy,	

writing and illustration workshops and mosaics before finishing with some glorious group singing led by Belinda McArdle.

Proudly	supported	by	Barwon	Health.
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Children’s Week
Children’s	Week	 is	 a	 national	 celebration	 of	 the	 right	 of	 children	 to	 enjoy	 childhood.	 It	 is	 also	 a	 time	 for	 children	 to	

demonstrate their talents, skills and abilities. Bluebird Foundation presented two events during the week:

Children’s Week - Arty Party
Kids with a disability and their siblings were invited to an afternoon of arty fun with music therapist Melissa Murphy and 

artist	Liz	McGrath.	With	the	support	of	therapists	from	Kids	Plus	Foundation,	they	created	beautiful	flags,	sang,	danced	and	

played instruments. Afternoon tea, face-painting and balloons completed the party atmosphere.

“A massive thank you for a great, well put together afternoon of fun that James loved.  
Thank	you	for	all	of	your	hard	work	to	support	our	community	and	offer	these	services.”	Holly

Proudly	supported	by	DEECD	and	Kids	Plus	Foundation.

Dabble ‘n’ Dance
Dabble	 ‘n’	Dance,	 a	weekly	Arts-based	group	 session	designed	 to	 expose	 young	parents	 to	attachment-based	activities,	

positive	 child-focused	 time	and	models	of	positive	behaviour	management	 techniques,	 continued	 in	2013.	 The	program	

combines	music	and	the	visual	arts	in	a	learn-through-play	environment.	Sessions	include	songs,	dance,	instrumental	play	

and	musical	games	as	well	as	visual	art	experiences.	Based	in	the	Young	Parents	Access	Program	at	Northern	Bay	College,	

Dabble	‘n’	Dance	provides	a	learning	environment	for	student-parents	and	their	children	that	supports	family	relationships	

and effective parenting skills.

“Nothing better than spending this type of time with my child.” Rachael
 

Proudly	supported	by	the	Geelong	Community	Foundation	and	Give	Where	You	Live.

Children’s Week - The Mudcakes
The	Mudcakes	bring	a	holistic	approach	 to	children’s	entertainment	with	songs	all	about	 the	wonderful	ups	and	downs	

of	family	life	in	styles	ranging	from	Hawaiian	to	reggae	and	garage	rock.	Preschoolers,	parents	and	grandparents	were	all	

actively	involved	in	this	delightful	concert	held	in	the	Northern	Bay	College	Young	Parents	Access	Program	room.

Proudly	supported	by	COGG	and	the	Northern	Bay	College	Young	Parents	Access	Program.
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The Giant Toy Box
The	Giant	Toy	Box	was	a	creative	solution	to	a	practical	problem	

at	 the	Northern	 Bay	 Family	 Centre.	 Artist	 Kaz	McGlynn	worked	

with	families	from	Norlane	and	Corio	to	convert	an	old	shipping	

container into a work of art that also provides the centre with 

much-needed storage space for its growing collection of toys and 

resources.  

Proudly supported by Bank of Melbourne Neighbourhood Fund, 

Alcoa	and	a	City	of	Greater	Geelong	Councillor	Community	Grant.

The Kinder: ready or not?
The	Kinder:	ready	or	not?	project	was	designed	to	help	prepare	young	children	from	the	3214	postcode	for	kindergarten.		A	

specialist early childhood music educator worked with children, parents and the staff and volunteers at the Northern Bay 

Family	Centre	to	incorporate	focused	group	times	into	the	existing	Monday	playgroup	sessions.	These	musical	group	times	

helped prepare children for kindergarten, gave parents skills and strategies for home and developed the skills and capacity 

of staff and volunteers to incorporate music into the ongoing program.

Proudly	supported	by	a	Shell	Employee	Community	Grant.

masters@thefort
masters@thefort	provided	support,	materials	and	expert	art	teaching	to	youth	from	the	Geelong	English	Language	Centre.	

A	semester	of	weekly	art	classes	with	Viktor	Cebergs	culminated	in	each	participant	producing	a	self	portrait	to	enter	in	

the	Masters	 in	 the	Making	2013	 junior	artist	exhibition.	 The	classes	were	held	at	 The	Fort	and	supported	by	 their	 staff	

in many important ways including bus transport for participants, after school snacks and ongoing communication and 

encouragement.

Proudly	supported	by	a	Shell	Employee	Community	Grant.

Masters in the making
In	its	fourth	year,	Masters	in	the	Making	once	again	showcased	the	work	of	young	artists	aged	5	to	18	years	enrolled	in	art	schools	in	the	Geelong	

region.	The	month-long	exhibition	at	art@wintergarden	was	also	presented	online	via	the	Bluebird	Foundation	Facebook	page	where	audience	

members	from	around	the	world	could	vote	on	their	favourite	piece	in	the	People’s	Choice	award.	Masters	in	the	Making	2013	acknowledged	the	

importance	of	the	inspiration	and	guidance	provided	by	art	teachers	and	encouraged	kids	to	reach	for	the	stars,	with	prizes	being	awarded	in	seven	

categories,	including	a	People’s	Choice	award.	

“Nice	to	see	that	imagination	and	sheer	joy	are	alive	and	well	in	the	young.	Great	showcase	for	new	talent.”	
Audience member

Proudly	supported	by	City	of	Greater	Geelong,	Lions	Club	of	Geelong,	Coulter	Roache	Lawyers,	Barry	Plant	Real	Estate	and	Coles.
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Playing Up
Playing Up is an intergenerational book project, exploring the notion of 

growing	up	through	the	topic	of	games	and	play.	The	book	was	developed	

using	the	creative	input	of	Geelong	residents	aged	10	to	94,	through	a	

series	of	writing	and	illustrating	workshops	with	author	and	artist,	Trace	

Balla.	A	free	family-friendly	book	launch	was	held	at	the	Geelong	Botanic	

Gardens	and	copies	of	Playing	Up	were	donated	to	local	primary	schools	

and	every	branch	of	the	Geelong	Regional	Library.

“Thank	 you	 for	 the	 unexpected	 and	 exquisite	 gift	 of	
‘Playing	 Up’	 that	 I	 received	 in	 the	 mail	 today.	 The	
combination of storytelling, art and intergenerational, 
cross-cultural sharing is a potent recipe for producing 
something special… which you achieved with this project. 
The	process	and	product	must	give	all	of	the	contributors	
a	great	sense	of	satisfaction.	Congratulations!”	Primary	
School	Principal

Proudly	supported	by	City	of	Greater	Geelong	and	a	crowd	of	supporters	

through	a	Pozible	campaign.

Rhyme, Rhythm & Song
Rhyme,	Rhythm	&	Song	is	set	against	a	backdrop	of	research	that	supports	the	use	of	music,	singing,	chanting	and	rhyming	

to	enhance	literacy	outcomes.	In	2013,	the	program	was	expanded	to	provide	support	to	29	classroom	teachers	and	over	600	

students	across	all	five	junior	campuses	of	Northern	Bay	College.	Facilitators	worked	with	teachers	to	develop	an	appropriate	

repertoire of songs, chants and rhymes that were incorporated into the daily classroom routine. Professional development to 

enhance the capacity of classroom teachers to use singing, music and rhyming with their students was an integral part of 

the program. Participating teachers reported clear benefits resulting from the program including gains in student confidence, 

improved phonological awareness and expansion of vocabulary.

“It really helps people to speak in front of people and they won’t be so nervous and then they 
can do it all the time.”
Lily,	7	yrs

“I	have	a	 little	girl	 in	my	class	who	 struggles	 in	all	 curriculum	areas.	During	RR&S	she	 just	
flourishes.	There	is	no	judgement,	or	right	or	wrong	answer.	She	is	free	to	sing	and	learn	at	her	
own	pace.”	Classroom	teacher

Proudly	supported	by	The	CASS	Foundation.
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Samsara
The	year	2013	saw	the	culmination	of	Samsara,	an	ambitious	and	innovative	two-year	project.	World-renowned	Australian	

composer	Paul	Jarman	worked	with	students	from	the	six	campuses	of	Northern	Bay	College	in	Corio	and	Norlane	over	a	

period	of	two	years.	Together	they	embarked	on	a	comprehensive	journey	to	develop,	compose,	create	and	perform	a	song	

cycle that told their individual and collective stories.

The	performance	phase	of	Samsara	resulted	in	a	multi-disciplinary	performance	outcome	of	the	song	cycle.	Explorations	

of music technology and visual components came together with live performances to create a unique and innovative 

performance in a professional performance space.

“I	thought	it	was	creative	and	fun.	I	didn’t	know	I	could	write	a	song!”	Hope,	13	yrs

“Wow,	wow,	wow…	I	was	floored	at	the	concert	last	week.

I witnessed 80 children who are so in touch with their feelings and able to express them through 
song,	that	I	doubt	there	was	a	dry	eye	in	the	hall.	(Yes,	I	was	blubbering	after	the	1st	piece!)	
These	children	have	some	amazing	talents	and	huge	futures	ahead	of	them.	

People shouldn’t be so quick to judge those living in the Northern suburbs; because the children 
I	saw	perform	are	going	places	and	I	am	so	proud	of	my	son.	He	did	a	great	job.	I’m	grateful	he	
was given the opportunity to be a part of this wonderful showcase.” Danielle, parent

Proudly	supported	by	City	of	Greater	Geelong,	The	Harold	Mitchell	Foundation	and	The	Geelong	College.
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SNAPSHOT 
•	Eleven	(11)	projects	delivered

•	Thirty	three	(33)	arts	practitioners	employed

•	Over	1,000	participants,	aged	0	to	94	years,	engaged	in	projects

•	More	than	2,500	audience	members	

•	Coastal	Roofing		•	Eathorne	Pavia	CPA		•	Flinstone’s	Garden	Supplies		•	Howard	Glover	Charitable	Trust		

•	JAO	Constructions		•	Kennards	Hire		•	Northern	Bay	College	Young	Parents	Access	Program

•	Ocean	Grove	Engineering		•	The	Geelong	College

Logo	image	courtesy	of	

Philanthropic

State	Government

Fundraising

Service	Fees

Local	Government
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Thank you 
to the talented artists who have given their heart and soul to Bluebird Foundation projects in 2013.

•	Diana	Alexander

•	Trace	Balla

•	Amanda	Baulch

•	Billy	Tea	Bush	Band

•	Jen	Boyd

•	Viktor	Cebergs

•	Kate	Collins

•	Susan	Hayward

•	Ceridwyn	Gordon

•	Paul	Jarman

•	Elena	Jomantas

•	Bron	Lawson

•	Jacinta	Leitch

And special thanks to our volunteers who have helped in many ways – big and small.

2013 COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
Bluebird Foundation Inc. is a not-for-profit incorporated association governed by a volunteer committee of management. 

Sally	Beck	(President	and	acting	treasurer)	BCom
Sally	 Beck	 has	worked	 in	 the	 performing	 arts	 for	 over	 20	 years	 and	was	General	Manager	 of	Geelong	 Performing	Arts	

Centre	(GPAC)	for	eight	years	until	2008.		Previous	experience	included	working	with	John	Paxinos	&	Associate	as	an	arts	

management	 consultant	and	backstage	 roles	 in	a	 variety	of	 theatre	performances.	 	 Sally	was	a	member	of	 the	 Theatre	

Board	of	the	Australia	Council	of	the	Arts,	Back	to	Back	Theatre,	Geelong	Major	Events	and	was	President	of	the	Australian	

Performing	 Arts	 Centres	 Association	 (APACA).	 Most	 recently,	 Sally	 has	 worked	 on	 a	 project	 basis	 for	 various	 arts	 and	

educations organisations.

Kelly	Clifford	BEd,	GradDip	(Arts	&	Entertainment	Management)
Since	moving	to	Geelong	in	1997	to	teach	Drama	at	The	Geelong	College,	Kelly	has	been	an	active	participant	in	the	Geelong	

community.	For	seven	years	Kelly	was	President	of	Geelong	Repertory	Theatre	Company	and	is	an	in-demand	director	whose	

recent	work	includes	the	sell-out	productions	of	Almost,	Maine	and	The	39	Steps	for	Geelong	Repertory	Theatre	Company.	

Professionally,	 she	 has	worked	 in	 Australia,	 the	 UK	 and	 US	 teaching	 drama	 and	 has	 presented	 at	 numerous	 education	

conferences.	Currently	 she	 is	a	participant	 in	 the	Leaders	 for	Geelong	program	and	 is	a	Director	on	Geelong	Connected	

Communities	Board.	Kelly	is	the	Youth	and	Education	Program	Manager	at	the	Geelong	Performing	Arts	Centre.

•	Helen	Millar

•	Belinda	McArdle

•	Kaz	McGlynn

•	Liz	McGrath

•	Francis	McMahon

•	The	Mudcakes

•	Melissa	Murphy

•	Susan	Richards

•	Jill	Shalless

•	Lisa	Singline

•	Toppy	Taylor

•	Fay	White
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2013 COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
Jeremy	Hallett	(commenced	11.07.13)	BLaw	Hons,	BCom	(Finance),	GradDip	(Legal	Practice)
Jeremy	Hallett	is	a	lawyer	in	the	Litigation	Department	at	Coulter	Roache.	He	began	with	the	firm	as	a	Paralegal	in	November	

2011	and	has	graduated	from	Deakin	University	with	a	Bachelor	of	Law	(Honours)	and	Bachelor	of	Commerce	 (major	 in	

finance).	He	also	graduated	from	College	of	Law	in	2011	with	a	Graduate	Diploma	of	Legal	Practice.	Jeremy	specialises	in	

general	and	Commercial	Litigation,	Debt	Recovery	and	Industrial	Relations.

Denise	Hollingworth	MMEd,	GradDipEd,	GradCert	(Orff	Music	Education),	BECSt
Denise	Hollingworth	graduated	with	a	Masters	degree	in	Music	Education	from	the	VanderCook	College	of	Music,	Chicago,	

Illinois.	Denise	is	the	Musical	Director	of	the	Geelong	Youth	Choir,	a	Kodàly-based	choir	for	children	aged	5	–	21	years,	and	

also	teaches	part	time	at	the	Geelong	College	Junior	School.	She	has	taught	in	a	variety	of	music	settings	ranging	from	early	

childhood	to	tertiary	levels	and	has	been	actively	involved	in	facilitating	community	music	programs	in	the	Geelong	region	

for many years.

Bronwyn	Lawson	(Secretary)	BMus(Therapy)	Hons,	BEd	
A	founding	member	of	Bluebird	Foundation,	Bron	Lawson	develops	and	manages	arts	projects	that	respond	to	community	

needs	and	galvanise	collaboration	amongst	local	organisations,	businesses	and	individuals.	Her	creative	work	has	touched	

many	 organisations	 including	 Bluebird	 Foundation,	 Kids	 Plus,	 the	 Geelong	 Youth	 Choir	 and	 Noah’s	 Ark.	 She	 is	 also	 an	

experienced and passionate practitioner, facilitating parent-child music groups in therapeutic and educational settings.

Jane	Thomas	(commenced	18.04.13)	BCom
Jane	Thomas	has	worked	for	almost	20	years	in	PR,	media	and	marketing	across	the	non-profit,	government	and	private	

sectors.	Jane	previously	worked	in	Melbourne	at	organisations	such	as	Cancer	Council	Victoria	and	the	Victorian	Bushfire	

Appeal	Fund	through	the	Victorian	Department	of	Health.	She	returned	to	Geelong	in	2012	for	work	and	took	up	a	role	on	

the	Bluebird	Foundation	committee	of	management	in	2013.	Jane	is	an	announcer	and	presenter	with	Geelong’s	Pulse	TV	

and Radio.
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